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The Defender’s Big Pharma Watch delivers the latest headlines related to pharmaceutical 
companies and their products, including vaccines, drugs, and medical devices and 
treatments. The views expressed in the below excerpts from other news sources do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Defender. Our goal is to provide readers with breaking Latest News 
news that affects human health and the environment. 
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Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. 
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Moderna on Monday said its COVID vaccine sales plunged by about two- 


thirds in 2023 to $6.7 billion, as fewer people rolled up their sleeves for an 
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updated version of the jab. DNA: 
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Moderna’s announcement, which came ahead of its presentation at the Times Higher 


annual JPMorgan Healthcare Conference, shows the steep drop in demand Than ‘Safe’ 

for COVID products last year as cases and public concern about the virus MORE VIEWS 

dwindled from their pandemic peaks. Weakening demand for the 

company's shot, its only commercially available product, led shares of Si SSS See 
Moderna to fall nearly 45% last year. Get FREE News & 
Roughly $6.1 billion of Moderna’s revenue related to the shot came from Updates! 


sales of the vaccine. Another $600 million was deferred revenue related to 
the company’s work with Gavi, a nongovernmental global vaccine 
organization that coordinated a global shot distribution program, Moderna 
Said in a release. 


Johnson & Johnson Will Pay $700 Million to 
Resolve Baby Powder Marketing Probe, Report 


Says 


Forbes reported: 


Johnson & Johnson will pay an estimated $700 million to resolve an 
investigation by more than 40 states into the pharmaceutical firm’s Get Text Alerts 


marketing of its talcum powder, according to Bloomberg, following Sign up for breaking 
thousands of lawsuits alleging it failed to warn customers about cancer news from The 
risks. Defender. 
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The tentative agreement will end an ongoing probe into Johnson & ae I D 
Johnson's talcum-based baby powder and whether the company wrongfully 
marketed the product, according to Bloomberg, which cited people familiar are 


with the deal. REQUIRED. Phone number must be in 
a standard 10-digit format: 
1234567890 or 123-456-7890 
Johnson & Johnson and representatives for state attorneys general 


involved in the investigation have agreed on the settlement amount but CONTINUE 
not other terms for the agreement, Bloomberg reported. The agreement is 

expected to protect Johnson & Johnson from future lawsuits involving its 

talc-based baby powder and alleged cancer risks. 


50,000. That's how many lawsuits Johnson & Johnson faces over its talcum- 
based baby powder, according to Reuters. Several cases allege the powder 
caused several forms of cancer, including ovarian and mesothelioma. 


Drugmakers Kick Off Industry Conference With 
Two Cancer Deals 


Reuters reported: 


Johnson & Johnson and Merck on Monday announced plans to buy cancer 
therapy developers on the first day of a major U.S. healthcare conference, 
igniting what industry participants hope will be a strong year for deals after 
a solid end to 2023. 


Deals announced on Monday had a combined equity value of more than $6 
billion, including one by medical device maker Boston Scientific (BSX.N) for 
Axonics Inc (AXNX.O). That follows roughly $25 billion worth of U.S.-listed 
biotech deals last month, according to data provider LSEG Deals 
Intelligence. 


Global pharma companies’ efforts to replace revenue from older drugs 
with promising new ones were largely stymied in 2023, but looming patent 
expirations and easing financing costs are setting up 2024 well, industry 
sources Say. 


On Monday, J&J (JNJ.N) said it would buy Ambrx Biopharma (AMAM.O) for 
$2 billion to gain promising targeted cancer therapies known as antibody 
drug conjugates (ADC). Interest in these drugs has spiked and several 
related companies have been acquired in recent months, including 
ImmunoGen (IMGN.O) by AbbVie (ABBV.N) and Seagen by Pfizer (PFE.N). 


Separately, Merck (MRK.N) said it would buy cancer drug developer 
Harpoon Therapeutics (HARP.O) for about $680 million, gaining access to 
early-stage immunotherapies being tested for lung cancer and multiple 
myeloma. 


Paxlovid May Not Be Associated With Lower Long 
COVID Risk, Survey Suggests — One in Five 
Treated With the Agent Reported Rebound COVID 
Symptoms, Researchers Found 


MedPage Today reported: 


Nirmatrelvir-ritonavir (Paxlovid) did not reduce the odds of developing long 
COVID in vaccinated, non-hospitalized adults, survey data showed. 


About 16% of those treated with nirmatrelvir-ritonavir during acute 
infection with SARS-CoV-2 self-reported long COVID symptoms that 
persisted for 3 months or longer after infection, compared with 14% of 
those who were not treated with the medication (P=0.310), noted Matthew 
Durstenfeld, MD, of Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital, and 
colleagues in the Journal of Medical Virology. 


Commonly reported symptoms of long COVID included fatigue, shortness 
of breath, confusion, headache, and altered taste and smell. 


The survey data also showed a high rate of rebound among participants 
who took nirmatrelvir-ritonavir. About 21% of participants who had 
symptomatic improvement with the agent went on to report rebound 
symptoms. Also, nearly 26% of patients who completed treatment and 
tested negative for SARS-CoV-2 reported a subsequent positive antigen 
test, indicating rebound. 


Bayer’s Menopause Drug Succeeds in Two Final- 
Stage Studies 


Bloomberg reported: 


An experimental Bayer AG drug successfully alleviated hot flashes and 
other disturbances associated with menopause in two studies, clearing a 
path for a medicine that Bayer says could become a blockbuster. 


The drug, elinzanetant, lowered the frequency and severity of hot flashes 
and met all the research goals in studies that included about 800 post- 
menopausal women, the German company said Monday. Bayer was testing 
the therapy, which is administered orally once a day, against a placebo. 


FDA’s Authorization of Florida Drug Importation 
Plan Draws Heat From U.S., Canadian Trade 
Groups 


Fierce Pharma reported: 


Florida has secured a major win in its yearslong quest to import cheaper 
drugs from Canada — though the backlash from pharma trade groups on 
both sides of the border has been swift and fierce. 


The FDA on Friday authorized Florida’s drug importation program, which 
will be valid for two years after the first shipment of medicines. 


But before Florida can actually draw drugs down from the Great White 
North, the state will need to submit medication-specific information for the 
FDA's review and approval, the regulator said in a press release. 


Florida must also ensure that the drugs it seeks to import have been tested 
for, among other things, authenticity and compliance with FDA standards. 
The imported drugs will also need to be relabeled consistent with FDA 
regulations. 


India Orders New Drug-Making Standards After 
Overseas Deaths 


Reuters reported: 


Indian pharmaceutical companies must meet new manufacturing 
Standards this year, according to a government notification released on 
Saturday, although small companies have asked for a delay, citing their 
debt load. 


Jolted by a string of overseas deaths linked to Indian-made drugs since 
2022, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government has stepped up scrutiny 
of pharmaceutical factories to clean up the image of the $50 billion 
industry. 


The health ministry said in August that inspections of 162 drug factories 
since December 2022 found an “absence of testing of incoming raw 
materials”. It said fewer than a quarter of India’s 8,500 small drug factories 
met international drug manufacturing standards set by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 
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SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


The Defender Staff 
The Defender is the news and views website for Children's Health Defense. Our mission 
is to end corruption to save democracy. Our content exposes the corporations, elected 


officials, government agencies and individuals who put profits before people and 
planet. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on 
legal strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those 
injured. We can't do it without your support. 


Children's Health Defense Comment Policy 


We welcome relevant and respectful comments. Off-topic 
comments may be removed. 


Please read our Comment Policy before commenting. 
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"An experimental Bayer AG drug successfully alleviated hot flashes and other 
disturbances..." Personally I'm waiting for the super fast disclaimer on the TV ads! "in some 
people this medication may cause diarrhea, nausea vomiting, skin rashes, heart attacks, 
strokes, the growth of additional limbs, your brain to leak out through your ears and possibly 
death..." All to smiley menopausal nymphs frolicking through the meadows. 
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Children’s Health Defense® is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

Our mission is to end childhood health epidemics by working 

aggressively to eliminate harmful exposures, hold those 

responsible accountable and establish safeguards to prevent 

future harm. We fight corruption, mass surveillance and 

censorship that put profits before people as well as advocate for TAKE ACTION 
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